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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS JS CLOSED . THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES 
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM 
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW 
DUE. 



HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - 
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 



B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 



II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a 
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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transmitted to the USPTO (571 ) 273-2885, on the date indicated below. 
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PAPER NUMBER 
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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 770 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 770 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or 
(571)-272-4200. 
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Notice of Allowability 


10/635,707 


DODDS, W. JEAN 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






PABLO WHALEY 


1631 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to applicant's after-final amendment, filed on 03/13/2009. 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 3-5,8,9,14,17,18,41 and 46 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. ^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



/John S. Brusca/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1631 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20090407 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An extension of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) is required in order to make an examiner's 
amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. During a telephone conversation 
conducted on 4/23/2009, Charles Berman requested an extension of time for 1 MONTH(S) and 
authorized the Director to charge Deposit Account No. 50-2638 the required fee of $65 for this extension 
and authorized the following examiner's amendment. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

The title has been changed. The new title for this application is "Method for enhanced reporting 
of thyroid diagnosis in dogs." 

Claims 1-2, 6-7, 10-13. 15-16, 19-40, 42-45, and 47-49 are cancelled. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A method as claimed in claim 46 wherein the electronic 
communication to the client is by email or fax, and wherein the second computer program includes a 
utility to transmit the integrated report from the second program. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): A method as claimed in claim 5 including selecting icons for 
disease states, wherein the disease states comprise thyroid disease, autoimmune disease, or cancer. 

This application has been amended to further limit claim 46 to diagnosis of dog health and to 
remove possible issues under 35 USC 1 12, 2nd paragraph as follows: 
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Claim 46 (currently amended): A method of obtaining and electronically delivering a diagnosis 
of the health of a dog through a combination of computerized data and human interpretation related to the 
dog comprising: 

obtaining data relating to the physical characteristics of the dog, the data being obtained from a 
physical inspection, family or breed history of the dog, and submitting the data to a clinical pathologist; 

securing a blood sample from the dog and submitting the blood or other body fluid sample for 
laboratory analysis of the total T4, total T3, free T4, free T3, T3 autoantibody, T4 autoantibody and 
thyroglobulin autoantibody; 

generating a computer report of the laboratory analysis; 

reporting the analysis through a network to the clinical pathologist wherein the clinical 
pathologist has the data relating to the physical characteristics thereby making a preliminary diagnosis of 
the dog's health; 

generating from a menu on a computer screen a supplemental diagnostic report in combination 
with the laboratory analytical report to support the diagnosis, wherein the laboratory analytical report is in 
a first computer program and wherein the menu is in a second computer program; 

transferring the data from the first computer program to the second computer program; 
configuring the second computer program to permit supplementation of the data from the first computer 
program, and including in the menu selectable icons defining predetermined supplemental report 
characteristics, the characteristics of the selectable icons being such as to be representative of textual 
content to be added to the supplementary report, and wherein different selectable icons are individually 
related to animal characteristics of age and animal grouping, and wherein selectable icons related to 
animal characteristics are selected by the clinical pathologist to supplement the laboratory report, 
including selecting the selectable icons for animal characteristics dependant on age and animal grouping, 
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selecting from the selectable icons for animal groupings icons for adult, puppy-adolescent, 
geriatric, or large breed dog and selecting selectable icons for a disease state, being thyroid disease, the 
selectable icons being representative of being normal relative to thyroid disease, or abnormal relative to 
thyroid disease; 

establishing optimal levels for thyroid disease analysis, the levels being defined by a range 
different from a laboratory reference range as presented in the laboratory report, and wherein the adult 
optimal level of free T3 (FT3) is less than 8 pg/mL and of free T4 (FT4) is less than 3 ng/dL; 

assessing thyroid function as part of the preliminary analysis by comparison to the optimal levels 
to thereby obtain a supplemental report; enhancing the supplemental report by a further input from the 
pathologist through data entry into the computer; 

generating an integrated computer report wherein the report comprises the laboratory analysis, 
supplemental report, and the enhanced report; and 

communicating the integrated or enhanced report indicating thyroid function to a remotely 
located client, such communicating being electronic. 

PRIORITY 

Applicant's claim for the benefit of priority to 09/432851 is improper due to lack of copendency. 
In addition, the first sentence of the specification for the instant application does not claim priority to 
60/403203. The BIB data sheet has been corrected, and applicant will be sent a corrected filing receipt to 
the applicant under separate cover. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The terminal disclaimer, filed 03/08/2007, has been approved 03/16/2007. 

The closest prior art of Dodds (WO/2001/028415; Published Apr. 26, 2001), in view of Filteau et 
al. (US 2002/0188896; Filed Jun. 7, 2001), in view of Dodds (Dog World, 1992, Vol. 77, No. 4, p. 36- 
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40), and in view of Hare et al. (Preventative Veterinary Medicine, 1996, p.239-251) do not teach or fairly 
suggest establishing optimal levels for thyroid disease analysis, wherein the levels are defined by a range 
different from a laboratory reference range as presented in the laboratory report, and wherein the adult 
optimal level of free T3 (FT3) is less than 8 pg/mL and of free T4 (FT4) is less than 3 ng/dL. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Pablo Whaley whose telephone number is (571)272-4425. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 9:30am - 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Marjorie Moran can be reached at 571-272-0720. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Pablo S. Whaley 
Patent Examiner 
AU 1631 
/PW/ 

/John S. Brusca/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1631 



